[Selective phlebography of the thymus gland with pneumomediastinum in patients with myasthenia gravis].
The authors describe the technique of selective phlebography of the thymus under conditions of pneumomediastinum. The investigation of the thymus in 40 patients with myasthenia enabled the authors to conclude that a preliminary administration of gas into the fatty tissue of the anterior mediastinum facilitated catheterization of the thymus veins and favoured a success of selective phlebography, elevated the reliability of differential diagnosis of tumorous and involutional changes of the thymus as well as tumors and portions of a dense fibro-fatty tissue of the anterior mediatinum. The method is characterized by a lower radiation load on the patient and is more economical.